, Professionally staffed by
Fall 2017 volunteers serving the
north-eastern foothills
above San Jose and 4
Milpitas since 1978 ?

SVVFD volunteers staffed Cal Fire
stations. SVVFD service excellence
was highlighted in several news
broadcasts. Note our SVVFD trucks
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responders to motorcycle and car
accidents and calls for medical aid




Message from President Rick Smith

Last year in the Fall 2016 newsletter, | described the need to upgrade our fire engines.
Two problems drive this need: Cal-Fire urging that when we staff their stations, that our fire
engine have an enclosed cab. Our old fire engines have an open cab to carry firefighters.
Unavailability of repair parts for old (1986) engines is the other problem.

| am pleased to report our purchase in May 2017 of more modern (1998) Fire engine
and 2 patrol (2002-3) trucks. These should serve us well for eight more years.
| am very pleased with the continuing accomplishments and
progress of our Spring Valley Volunteer Fire Department
(SVVFED). Fire Chief Mike Hacke, Asst. Chief Jerry Serpa, and
command staff do an outstanding job with the time-consuming and
tough job of operations and the running of the department. We
Board of Directors have high expectations, and sometimes forget
that we are all volunteersé. . ah
takes a lot of time and work.

We have a wonderful, talented team of volunteers. Each
requires training, protective equipment, and tools and supplies to
be effective across the spectrum of medical emergencies,
handling accidents, as well as fighting structure fires and wildland
fires.

Keeping our apparatus maintained and ready to respond when needed is a continuing challenge, and
our staff excels at getting the best bargains for our limited dollars.

I am most proud with the continued progress our SVVFD staff has made to strengthen our reputation
and professional relationships with Cal-Fire, Milpitas Fire, San Jose Fire, and San Francisco Water District
which owns much of the open space we protect. As local Cal-Fire units are called to fight large wildfires, we
are privileged to be called upon to staff local Cal-Fire stations. This speaks volumes to the confidence Cal-
Fire has in the ability and professionalism of our SVVFD team.

Near-Term Challenge:

Communications interoperability with Cal Fire, Milpitas Fire
Dept, San Jose Fire Dept, and the public safety agencies with
which we need to communicate with in our role / goal of
staffing Cal Fire stations is a continuing challenge.

Agencies use a wide range of frequencies, radio modes,
and channels. As these agencies upgrade, drives the need
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PRESTATION 2 for SVVFD to upgrade our radios to enable effective

i SANTA CLARA UNIT o o ; .
| 13326 STEVENS CANYON RD. communications. This is also driven by evolving (and
g Obsoleting) electronics communications technologies.

Pictured is a radio set of the type we need for each of our engines and patrol vehicles.
Cost is about $2,600 per vehicle, for which we need your continuing donations.

5000 channels, Dynamic Zoning

Mixed-mode operation

Touch screen display operability to navigate
through the options

Text messaging

256 quick call IDs

AES and DES (digital encryption standard)

136-174 MHz bandwidth

100 watt

Noise cancelling microphone




w || If you have made your donation for 2016

‘NA*TE NO\, *? to SVVFD, THANK YOU VERY MUCH !!!

'D@, — Your donation made possible purchase of
our new equipment.

Give gour checkdto I.30ard SVVED is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
TWETIEIEL, O SETe) ek You will receive a letter recognizing your

SVVED donation for tax purposes.
P.O. Box 360211

Milpitas, CA 95036
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Tires, Batteries, Repair Costs for vehicles, pumps, hose, radios, emergency medical
supplies, personal protection equipment, flashlights and lighting, and fuel

SVVED volunteers support our community:
Special Olympics, Kohls-for-Kids, Memaorial Day,911 remembrance, Milpitas
Chamber of Commerce, Family Giving Tree, Taste of Milpitas BBQ, Community
Heroesé. are a few of the events and ser




